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hara — On the Political and Military Power of Bokhara — On the 
State of Khiva, or Orgunje — On the North-east Frontiers of Persia : 
the Koords and Toorkmuns. 

III. On the Commerce of Central Asia. 
On the Commercial Relations of the Punjab, and the Advantages of 
Opening the Indus — On the Commerce of Cabool — On the Com- 
merce and Foreign Communications of Bokhara and Central Asia- 
Notice on the Trade of Persia. 



IX. — Narrative of a Passage from Bombay to England; describ- 
ing the Author's Shipwreck in the Red Sea, and subsequent 
Journeys across the Nubian Desert. By Captain W. Bour- 
chier, R.N. London. 1834. 12mo. pp. 105. 

The author of this little volume was wrecked near the island and 
port of Suakin, on the western shore of the Red Sea, and re- 
turned to England via the Nile. He was thus led to cross its 
eastern desert by a route not, we believe, previously traversed by 
any English traveller ; namely, from Suakin, in a direction nearly 
west, to Berber ; and has thus added another itinerary to our pre- 
vious knowledge of this district. 

We shall first insert this itinerary as brought into a tabular view 
by Captain Bourchier himself, and then select a few of his accom- 
panying details : — 

Courses and Distances from Suakin to Berber. 
Courses set by a pocket compass ; the distances estimated by time. 



Dec. 



:es. 


Courses. 


Miles. 


Hours 


. Remarks. 


13, 


W.byS. 


13 


6 


Filled water-skins. 


14, 


West. 


20 


n 


Water in pools, scooped by 
the hand. 


15, 


S.W.byW.JW. 


30 


8 


Well Ochock (good water). 


Iff, 


S.W.*W. 


10 


3i 


Bedouin encampment. 


17, 


W.byS. 


23 


n 


Guide breaking camel. 


18, 


W. by S. 


22 


5£ 


Well Skidhee (water bad, 


19, 


W.byN. 


25 


8| 


[watered camels). 


20, 


W.byN.JN. 


27 


9i 


Rocks, Antelopes. 


21, 


W. byN. i N. 


29 


n 




22, 


W. by N. 


25 


H 


Well Al Bak (uncertain in 


23, 


West. 


32 


n 


Deep sand. [summer). 


24, 


West. 


8 


H 


Reached Berber. 



Total 264 84^ 



The road, on first leaving Suakin, is deep sand ; but the whole 
of the third day's journey was laborious ascent. Afterwards, the 
country was diversified ; and near the well Skidhee there was an 



Narrative of a Passage from Bombay to England. 319 

extensive patch of dhourra under cultivation, with numerous 
flocks of sheep and goats, and abundance of camels, pasturing 
near it. The dryness of the atmosphere was occasionally exces- 
sive, and distressing to bear; but the incidents of the journey 
generally were few. No alarms were received from robbers, or 
any other cause. The journey was performed on camels ; the 
number of the party was fourteen. 

Suakin is a sea-port of some note, and trades in particular with 
the opposite coast of Arabia. It is thus generally resorted to by 
pilgrims proceeding from the westward to Mecca. It is on an 
island not exceeding one-third of a mile in any of its dimensions ; 
and is thus a small place, but populous. Berber is of greater 
magnitude and importance, but too well known to be here mi- 
nutely described : it enjoys a considerable trade, chiefly in Surat 
piece-goods, sandal-wood, and perfumes, from the Red Sea ; the 
returns for which are slaves and dates; and in elephants' teeth, wax, 
gold, and slaves, with Abyssinia. There is an indigo manufactory 
near the town, established ten years ago by Mahomet Ali ; but the 
usual vice of his government is here, as elsewhere, observable — 
almost every branch of trade and agriculture being a close monopoly. 
From Berber, the travellers proceeded along the Nile to Abu- 
Hamet, a journey of five days ; whence they struck across the desert 
to Kroosko. This journey was more severe and fatiguing, both 
for men and horses, than that from Suakin to Berber : the sun 
being scorching by day, and the night-wind, though so cold as to 
be painful, was equally dry and withering. The route is known, 
yet we subjoin Captain Bourchier's itinerary of it, concluding 
with it this notice of his book. He seems to have undergone con- 
siderable danger and hardship, and to have supported both with 
the characteristic spirit and light-heartedness of a British seaman. 
But his means of adding to our exact knowledge of the countries 
he visited were necessarily small. 

Courses and Distances from Abu Harriet to Kroosko. 
Dates. Courses. Miles. Hours. Remarks. 



Jan. 3, 


N. N.W. 


24 


8 






4, 


N.N.W. 


5 


1 


40 




4, 


N.byW. 


21 


7 


30 




5, 


N.byW. 


26 


9 


10 




6, 


N.byW. 


27 


9 


15 


Well Murat. 


7, 


N.byW. 


22 


8 






8, 


N.byW.£W. 


28 


9 






9, 


N.N.W. 


13 


4 


33 




9, 


N.byW. 


15 


4 


35 




10, 


N.byW. 
Total miles 


38 
219 


11 


20 


At Kroosko. 




73 








